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This article discusses Tafsir al-Ibriz, a Javanese exegetical work of the Quran (tafsir)
written by a traditionalist Muslim Kyai Bisri Musthofa (1915-1977). It tries to approach
tafsir literature as a dialogical text where one would eventually find the intersection
between the scriptural text and the contexts to which the exegete addresses. Written in an
era of heightening reform and modernization of Islamic thoughts, the article argues, al-
Ibriz provides an abundant historical information on this dynamic and the exegete’s
responses and critiques towards socioreligious problems in contemporary Indonesia. In so
doing, this article presents a critical-dialectical epistemology of al-Ibriz and highlights two
vital points from the light of the author and sociocultural contexts of the production of al-
Ibriz. 1t further argues that Bisri represents one of defenders of Islamic traditionalism
whose religious authority articulates through classical Islamic scholarship. His al-Ibriz
reflects the traditionalist Muslim’s responses to modernization and rationalization at the
turn of 21* century Indonesia, which include issues of economy, theology, and ethics.

Keywords: Traditional Islam, Tafsir, Religious Social Criticism
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